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Grading 

Summative 60%  

Projects 

Tests 

Presentations 

Final Critiques 

Formative 40% 

Practice assignments 

Classwork 

Brainstorming 

Homework 

Life and Career Characteristics 

and skills 

Reflections 

Critiques 

Classwork 

Quizzes  

Final Exam will be 20% of 

final grade 



; 

 

Course Objectives: 
You will be able to… 

1. Understand the basic vocabulary that is involved 
with composition, traditional photography, and 
digital photography.  

2. Recognize and use the Elements and Principles of 
Design within a photograph-This includes your 
work and the work of others. 

3. Recognize and understand some of the successful 
artists throughout art history.  

4. Critique:  Describe, analyze, interpret and judge, 
both verbally and written, the technical and 
aesthetic aspects of your work, the work of your 
classmates, and that of famous artists.  

5. Build the basic skills and techniques needed to 
create traditional photographs using a homemade 
pinhole camera and a 35mm camera.  This 
includes how to work in a darkroom, develop 
film, and make black & white prints. 

6. Build the basic skills and techniques used to create 
and edit digital photographs using the computer 
program Adobe Photoshop. 

7. Understand a variety of artistic styles and 
techniques of photography that include landscape, 
portraits, still-life, abstract/non-objective, and 
other forms of expression. 

8. Explore a range of subject matter, symbolism, 
ideas, and other means of expression that artists 
use as inspiration for photography.  

9. Explore what makes a successful photograph and 

how to make personal decisions about 

art making. 

10. Make connections between 

photography and other arts, subjects 

and possible career opportunities. 

 2017 Visual Art State Standards can be found at: 

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-  

learning/visual-and-performing-arts/standards/ 

 

Tentative Schedule: 

Darkroom Time:  

There will be a group schedule for work in 

the darkroom and you must be ready to work 
during your time slot to give yourself enough 

time to complete assignments. For safety, 

goggles must be worn at all times while 

developing photographs. Thorough clean up and proper 
use and storage of materials and equipment will help 

ensure safety in the darkroom. Be sure to follow all 

procedures and listen carefully to all instructions to help 
maintain a safe and productive work environment while 

working in the darkroom.  

 

Taking photos during and outside of class time: 

You will be given class time to create your images, but you 
can also complete some of the work at home. When taking 

photos at school, you must have a pass, you are not to 

disturb classroom instruction, you must follow all school 
and class rules and expectations, and stay safely within 

allowed areas on campus. Also, since this is a high school 
setting, you are reminded that all photos taken for this class 

must be school appropriate. Practice good digital 

citizenship when working with digital photography. 

Extra Credit: 
There will be various opportunities to 
achieve extra credit throughout the year 
that can include: Bringing in art materials, 
recycled materials, gallery or event visit 
with reflections, etc. Please let me know if 
you feel you would like to pursue these 
options.  

Types of Photography Projects:  

× Traditional: B&W Darkroom 

× Digital Manipulation: Photoshop 

× Photo Challenges 
× Research Presentations 

× Mixed Media Photography 

 

Cell Phone Policy  

No cell phones are allowed during class 
and must stay off and hidden. They can 
be kept in either your book 

bag/belongings or in the Cell Phone 

Locker located in the front of the room.  

If there is a need to use the cell phone as 
part of a lesson, permission will be 

given by the teacher. There will be 
occasion the cell phone will be used as a 

camera, but it should not be used for 
anything else other that the assigned 

photo challenge.  
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